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WHAT IS A WRESTLER?
by Kenneth J. Nickischer

ctween the innocence of boyhcod and the Aignity of man, we find
a conditioned creature called a WRESTLER. Wrestlers come in ae- .
sorted weights, heights, and uniform colors, bult edéh wrestler has
the same creed; to wrestle every accond of every minute of eveyry
period of every bout to the best of his ability.

o]

WRESTLERS are found underneath, on top of, countering, escaping,
twisting, riding, and pinning thier opponents. ‘Teamnates rib them
referees penalize them, students cheer them, kid brothers idolizc

‘them, coaches criticize them, teachers tolerate them, and methers

worry about them. A WRESTLER is perservance in practice, strategy
in sport, hope in a headgear, speed in smeakers, pride in perform-
ance and the best of young manhcod in uniform.

When your team is behind, a wrestler is incompetent, careless, in-
decisive and uncoordinated. Just when vour team splrit threatens
to turn the tide of battle, he fluvbs a ccunter, gets taken down,
misses a switch, or rolls teo his back.

A VWIRESTLER is a composite--he diets like an Olympic athelete, ¢trains
like a world champion, sleeps like a Chicago Bear, but, mora often
than not, wrestles like a novics "tndependence " To an opponent
publicity man, he has the speed of a gazelle, the strength of an ox,
the cunning of a fox, the agility of an acrobat, the gquickness of a
cat, the skill of an artist, and the ability of the Lehigh wrestlers
==combinad. : :

Yo HIS own coach he has, for press purposes, the stability of gelatin
the swiftness of a snail, the mentality of a mule--is held together

by ace bandages, adhesive tape, sponge ruiher, anzlgesic and has about
as much chance of wrestling in the crucial match as wood his oWl -
grandfather.

NO OWE ELSE looks forwakd so much to begin the season. Nobody gets ..~
80 much pleasure out of takedowns, escapes, reversals, and pins. '
Nobody else can cram inco one mind résevoli of moves Gesigined Lo
result in success each time they are tried.

A WRESTLER is a wonderful creature--you can critize him, but you
can't discourage him. ' You can defeat his team, but you can't make
him quit. Might as well admit it--you, fan or coach--he is your per-
sonal representative on the mat, your svmbol of fair and hard play.
He may not be an ALL AMERICAN but he ig an example of the American
Way. He is judged not for his race, but by the democratic yard-
stick of how well he performs and sacrifices individuals glory for
the overall success of his team.

HE IS HARD-WORKING, untiring, determined kid doing the very best he
can forxr his schocl. And when you come out of the gym, groaning and
feeling upset that your team has lost, he can make you feel wmighty
ashamed with just two sincerely spoken words——"We tried"}
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